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[Abstract] This article systematically explores the conceptual connotation and physiological functions of lung collater—
als within the diagnostic and therapeutic system of lung collateral diseases. It reveals the interconnected structural relationships
and synergistic functional coordination among lung qi collaterals, airways, and blood (vessel) collaterals. The study clarifies
that lung collaterals represent a structural-functional unity formed through the integration of ancient anatomical observations,
clinical practice inferences, and philosophical reflections on qi, yin-yang, and the five elements. Their theoretical connotation is
inherently related to the neuro-endocrineimmune network and pulmonary circulation function of modern medicine, laying a
theoretical foundation for the systematic construction of the diagnostic and therapeutic system of lung collateral diseases.
[Key words] Collateral disease theory; Diagnosis and treatment of lung collateral diseases; Lung collaterals; Qi collat—

erals; Airways; Blood (vessel) collaterals
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